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Recovering After Harvey:
Where our community is bouncing back
and where we are still hurting

Last August, Hurricane Harvey damaged nearly 7,000 homes from 
flooding, winds, or tornadoes. Most of these homes were located in our 
community, right here in Precinct 3. From the banks of the Brazos River 
in Simonton, to Bessie’s Creek near Weston Lakes, to the inundation 
from the Barker Reservoir in Canyon Gate - many of our neighbors 
were hurting. In response, many more neighbors stepped up to help.

In the latest update we have received from FEMA, they have approved 
22,757 registrations for individual assistance worth $588.7 million of 
funding into the county. There are still 366 households in FEMA funded 
hotels and 146 homes awaiting direct housing repairs.

By every indication I can see and from what I hear directly from folks in 
these affected neighborhoods - there is much more recovery work that 
needs done beyond the scope of FEMA and the state’s activities.

It should not fall to our residents and our taxpayers to shoulder this 
burden, especially given the scope of what happened behind and 
inside of the Barker Reservoir. Since the storm, my staff and I have 
had repeated meetings with our Congressman Pete Olson and toured 
our damaged neighborhoods with Senator Ted Cruz. This Thursday, 
February 1, I am testifying at yet another meeting of a Texas State 
Senate interim committee to urge our state elected officials to step 
forward and partner with us for the help our citizens need to recover.

Finally, my staff and I will be producing this newsletter on a monthly 
basis to comunicate directly with you about the work and happenings 
in our community that directly impact our lives. If you find it useful, 
please share it with your friends and neighbors on social media or have 
them signup for direct updates via email from our website.

It is a pleasure and an honor to work for you as your Commissioner. 
Please contact me and my staff if we can ever be of service.

Save The Date!
For the 5th Annual Fort Bend 
Arts Festival/Parade - April 28th

Commissioner Andy Meyers, along with 
Fort Bend County Libraries, launched 
the annual Fine Arts Festival and Parade 
in 2014. Held annually at Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library, this event celebrates and 
showcases young writers, artists and 
performers whose works of art and writing 
are displayed during the event.

A huge vendor area featuring lots of fun 
activities combine with the fun of live 
music, a costume contest, and the awards 
ceremony for our student winners.

More info, entry forms, and sponsorship 
info at: www.FortBendArtsFest.com
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Commissioners Court Update
Recapping meetings from the month of January 

Fort Bend County Commissioner’s Court got a running start to 2018, 
with the first meeting January 2nd, where they held both a regular 
court meeting and a Drainage District meeting. In response to the 
damages Lower Oyster Creek took from Hurricane Harvey, the Drainage 
District took action to transfer $650,000 to help repair the area. In 
the regular meeting, Commissioner’s Court approved over $250,000 
in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to seven 
agencies, and another $107,000 in Emergency Solutions Program 
funding to two agencies. 

On January 9th, Commissioner’s Court took action to participate in a 
FEMA pilot program related to Hurricane Harvey. This program allows 
Fort Bend County to receive reimbursement for some of the costs  
incurred during the storm, especially helping to defray a portion of 
the administrative expenditures incurred during the storm, and thus 
allowing us to avoid spending more local tax dollars.

The Commissioners called a Drainage District Board of Directors 
meeting on January 23rd and approved a statement of qualifications 
that will accelerate the desilting of Willow Fork of Buffalo Bayou. The 
contractor will be able to provide a greater number of trucks than  
the county would have been able to provide, which will speed up  
the desilting process. We anticipate an overall cost savings in this 
agreement, compared to the cost of the county doing the work itself. 

Also on January 23rd, Commissioner’s Court took action to adopt the 
2018 Investment Policy and Strategy, which aligned the county with 
current state law. The Court also took action to adopt the Fiscal Year 
2019 budget policy. This action took place in advance of the annual 
budget kick-off meetings, which will commence in February. Lastly, 
the Court approved contractual obligations and deadlines for the last 
stages of construction of Cane Island Parkway, Phase 1 between FM 
1463 and I-10. We anticipate that this project will be complete early 
this summer, easing mobility for our residents in the northern end of 
the county and opening another direct connection to I-10.

Commissioner’s Court meets the 1st, 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month 
at 1:00 PM at the Historic Courthouse (301 Jackson Street, Richmond)  
in the 2nd floor court room. The meetings are open to the public.

DEEPER FOCUS: 
  - Bayou Drainage

The amount of silt deposited 
from Harvey is incredible. Our 
Drainage District is working to 
re-establish the original channel 
design using cross-sections from 
drainage reports and recent 
LIDAR data to determine the 
amount of spoil to be removed 
by our contractor.

The upstream boundary of the 
project will be in the vicinity of 
Fry Road and the desilting will 
extend approximately 13,000 feet 
downstream along Willow Fork 
of Buffalo Bayou. 

Contracting this engineering 
and digging work to an outside 
vendor will will allow our own 
Drainage teams and equipment 
to focus on other important 
needs throughout the region. 

Find online information about Precinct 3 via our website  -  www.PrecinctThree.com

Shelters Are Full, Again!
At Fort Bend Animal Services

Between temporary weather fosters 
and many new dogs coming in, our 
kennel is at capacity again. Above are 
some of the dogs who need homes. If 
you would like more information  
or to meet any of these dogs,  
please contact the shelter 
at 281-342-1512. 

http://www.precinctthree.com
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Precinct 3 Mobility News
New connections for north/south mobility in 

high-growth areas are soon coming online

As mentioned earlier in the newsletter, Cane Island Parkway 
is on track to open in a few months and provide big relief to 
the congestion for drivers on FM 1463. This key connection to 
I-10 will open in early summer with a lane in each direction 
and the southernmost connection at FM 1463 will have a  
signal light to direct traffic. Upon completion of Phase 1, our 
engineers will move into the design work for Phase 2, to build 
another two adjacent lanes of roadway for four total lanes.

Another big and long-awaited improvement for our Precinct 
is the construction and completion of Spring Green Blvd.  
This segment includes the first modern roundabout built 
anywhere in Fort Bend County at the intersection of Spring 
Green, Katy Flewellen, and Cinco Trace. Upon completion, 
drivers will have a new and direct north/south connection 
between FM 1093 up to the Kroger / Shops at Katy Reserve  
at FM 1463. With good weather, the construction should 
move quickly and be completed by Memorial Day.

If you have any specific questions or needs related to traffic 
or mobility needs, we are here to serve. Please contact our 
office directly for assistance at 281-238-1400.




